Living Theology Friends

February 26, 2006
My “letter” of last week was a bit long so maybe today I will be a bit shorter.  But now I hope not to hear any of you say that “my mother-in-law is my thorn in the flesh”!  I have over 100 email addresses so I cannot answer all of your replies but I do appreciate each one of them.  Your encouragement is very much appreciated.
What will we examine during this sixth week?  I always pray about this topic for I do not want to waste your time or cause anyone to stumble.  Let’s go back to the meaning of words and look at the word “apologetics” because it can be confusing.
This word is probably confusing because we all often say that we apologize for something that we have done or said.  In that use of the word, we mean that we are sorry for having said or done something.  But when we offer an apologetic of the Gospel we are certainly not apologizing for it!  The following two paragraphs are taken from http://www.carm.org/apologetics.htm and I recommend that you study some of the material on that web site.
“Apologetics is the practice of defending the Christian faith against those who raise objections to its validity.  We are commanded to be apologists (those who defend the faith) in 1 Pet. 3:15 - ". . . always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you. . . " 
Therefore, Christian apologetics is that branch of Christianity that deals with answering any and all critics who oppose or question the revelation of God in Christ and the Bible.   It can include studying such subjects as biblical manuscript transmission, philosophy, biology, mathematics, evolution, and logic. But it can also consist of simply giving an answer to a question about Jesus or a Bible passage. The latter case is by far the most common and you don’t have to read a ton of books to do that.”

Since we are commanded to be apologists for the faith, we have no choice but to participate.  Probably we all are involved in apologetics often.  Anytime we defend our faith to anyone else we are practicing apologetics.  Of course to be good at the task we need to know what we believe.  We all need to work at obtaining a better understanding of correct theology and that is one of the main purposes of my ministry: help fellow Christians have a correct theology and to practice it in our daily walk with the Lord.  So a very important reason for studying to be a better apologist is so that we can better understand who we are as a child of God and what we are supposed to do here.  Another reason for such a study is so that we can refute any error that comes into the visible church.  We also need to be able to refute the many false doctrines in the world that come from organizations pretending to be Christian.  
Now before we quit, we have two new words that we must define: doctrine and theology.  The reason for considering their meanings is to help us with our apologetics.  Merriam-Webster defines doctrine as “a principle or position or the body of principles in a branch of knowledge or system of belief”.  Another word used in this context is dogma, which is defined as “a doctrine or body of doctrines concerning faith or morals formally stated and authoritatively proclaimed by a church”.  The big difference between doctrine and dogma is that dogma can be held by a church body without adequate grounds for its belief.  Dogma can then be doctrines of faith that are developed by a religious group that is not firmly rooted in the Word of God.  Theology is defined as “The study of the nature of God and religious truth; rational inquiry into religious questions”.  It is very important that our understanding of the nature of God be firmly rooted in the Bible and not concepts that have been passed down and approved by religious groups but without being firmly based upon God’s revelation of Himself as given in the Bible.  
Therefore, to be good practitioners of apologetics we must have an understanding of God and His attributes based only upon the Word of God.  Our theology must be sound and always tested by the Bible.  However we do not have to have a degree in theology before using apologetics.  We are called to be witnesses for God and that means testifying concerning what God has done in our lives.  As we mature in Christ we must always be testing our concepts of God only upon the Bible.  

I have heard people object to having to learn theology or doctrine and I think such an approach is incorrect.  We must know what we believe or we believe in nothing!  So as we walk in the world this week let us always look for ways that we can practice being a good apologist.  Sometimes we may have to answer a question about God by saying “I will have to get back to you on that question”.  Such an answer is ok, but then we must study to determine the answer and then really get back to the person.
Thanks for reading this.  Talk to your family and friends about the concepts of apologetics, doctrine, and theology.  We better understand concepts when we discuss them with people.
Have a great week!!
